Human retroviruses.
After many unsuccessful years of searching, the first pathogenic human retrovirus, the human T-cell leukaemia lymphoma virus (HTLV-I), was reported as recently as 1980 and since that time has been causally linked to the adult T-cell leukaemia lymphoma syndrome. A second HTLV (HTLV-II) isolated shortly afterwards is less clearly linked to some leukaemic and chronic lymphoid malignancies. The second major family of human retroviruses are the human immunodeficiency viruses (HIV) the first group of isolates (HIV-I) of which cause the acquired deficiency syndrome (AIDS). A second group of these viruses (HIV-II), have recently been identified in West Africa. They appear to be less clearly associated with disease and more similar in molecular structure to the Simian immunodeficiency viruses. AIDS has now become a major global pandemic, and vaccine and therapeutic strategies are urgently being investigated in an effort to control the disease. Unfortunately, current results are not very encouraging. In the meantime, preventative and educational measures are of utmost priority in order to prevent further spread. It is not unlikely that new human retroviruses will be discovered over the next few years.